
BEING PART OF COMMUNITY

Different Types of Annexation

There are basically two types of annexation:  
"Requested" annexations and "Unilater-
al" annexations.

Requested Annexations most commonly 
occur when a property owner, whose land 
touches the City, petitions to be annexed. If 
their land does not touch the City, County ap-
proval would also be required in order for the 
City to "island" annex the property.

Unilateral Annexations occur when a mu-
nicipality wishes to annex land without the prior 
permission of the property owner. State law 
outlines the criteria for unilateral annexation by 
a municipality, and specifies the annexation 
procedures that must be followed by the mu-
nicipality. This includes notification of affected 
property owners, at least one public hearing 
and the preparation of a municipal services 
plan.

Timeframes for Processing Annexations 

 Requested annexations can take about four 
to eight weeks to process and approve. No 
notification of neighbors is required.
  
"Island" annexations take about three months. 
No notification is required.

 Unilateral annexations usually take several 
months depending on the number 
of parcels involved. Notifi-
cation is given to all 
property owners who 
are to be annexed.

About Annexation

WICHITA   

What is Annexation?  Annexation sounds 
like a complicated, technical term, but its 
meaning is really quite simple. Annexation is 
the process by which a city adds land to its ju-
risdiction, in order to extend its services, laws, 
voting privileges and better meet the needs of 
those residents living in the annexed area.

Why does Wichita Annex?  In many cases, 
the landowner, the developer who built your 
neighborhood, or perhaps your neighbors, 
asked to be annexed into the City of Wichita to 
receive city water and sewer service.

In other cases, you are being annexed be-
cause your property is located in the natural 
path of growth for Wichita. Bringing your prop-
erty inside the City limits allows for simplified 
boundaries, better planning and development 
and makes it easier to provide services in an 
efficient, affordable manner.

Whether a neighborhood is technically part of 
the City of Wichita, or sits just outside the city 
limits, we are all part of the same community. 
That sense of community is one of our area's 
strongest assets. Annexation is really nothing 
more than the official joining together of what 
in reality is already connected.

This brochure has been prepared to answer 
the most commonly asked questions about 
annexation to Wichita. However, the financial 
impact of annexation on individual proper-
ties cannot be determined without knowing 
the particular details of a property's location 
and assessed value. Therefore, this brochure 
should not be used to estimate changes in 
taxes resulting from annexation.

ANNEXATION

The following contacts can provide more 
specific answers to your questions.

City Hall Express 268-4553
 (Business licenses, Dog licenses)

Community Policing (Substations)
 East 350-3420 
 West 350-3460
 North 350-3400
 South 350-3440

Emergency (Police, Fire, EMS) 911

Environmental Services- 
 Trash, Weeds/mowing 660-9220 
 Hazardous waste  660-7458
 Animal Control 350-3360

Fire (Administration) 268-4510

Law 268-4681

Metropolitan Area Building and Construction 660-1840
 (Building permits, Housing code
 enforcement, Blight, Graffiti, Gangs)

Park and Recreation 268-4361

Public Works:  Engineering-
 New roads 268-4501
 Water & Sewer 265-1300

Public Works:  Maintenance 268-4013
 (Road repairs & maintenance)

Public Works:  Stormwater 268-4498

Water Utilities
 Water leaks or sewer stoppages 262-6000

Water Utilities
 (Water bills) 265-1300

Agency Contacts
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Where can I get a business license or 
building permit?  Building permits are issued 
by the Metropolitan Area Building and Construc-
tion Department on the 1st floor of The Ronald 
Reagan Building, 271 W. 3rd Street. Business 
license applications are made through the Li-
cense Office at the City Hall Express on the first 
floor of City Hall.

Who will be my city council representaive?  
There are six council districts in Wichita. To find 
out which district you fall within, if annexed, and 
who your representative would be, contact the 
City Council Office at 268-4331.

Who do I notify if I object to being annexed?  
A formal public hearing is held to allow all affect-
ed property owners the opportunity to express 
their comments, either verbally or in writing, to 
the Mayor and City Council. For unilateral annex-
ations, affected property owners receive official 
notification of the time, place and date of such 
hearing. An information meeting is held prior to 
the formal hearing date to allow these property 
owners an opportunity to discuss annexation 
issues with City staff.

aj 12-2016

Contact the Wichita - Sedgwick County 
Metropolitan Area Planning Department at:

271 W. 3rd Street, 2nd floor
Wichita, KS  67202
(316) 268-4421
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., M-F

Addition information is available at the City's 
website:  www.wichita.gov>Wichita-Sedgwick 
County Planning

Who is going to take care of my streets?  
Once annexed to Wichita, the City's Public 
Works Maintenance Division is responsible 
for street maintenance and repair. If your local 
street is unpaved and you would like to see 
it paved, you would follow a petition process 
similar to that for water and sewer service 
(affected property owners pay for this improve-
ment).

How does annexation affect licensing 
of my dogs?  Once annexed into the City of 
Wichita, dog licenses must be renewed (when 
expired) with the City.

Can I continue to use my property as a 
business?  If your business was lawfully es-
tablished with the proper county zoning, the 
same zoning continues in the city, and you may 
continue the business use. If the business was 
established before county zoning existed, (in 
1958 in some areas and 1985 in others), then 
you may continue as a legal non-conforming use 
("grandfathered").

What are the rules regarding mobile    
homes? The only place you may have a mobile 
home in Wichita is in a mobile home park. 
There is no age limit for the home. You may, 
however, have a manufactured home in 
residential districts if it is a "double-wide" unit, 
built to the 1976 HUD code and is on a 
permanent foundation. In the county, mobile 
homes may be located on most rural lots, but 
they must be no older than 1974 models.
What if I have horses or farm animals?  Up 
to two horses may be kept with an Animal Main-
tenance Permit. Additional horses and other farm 
animals, except hogs and roosters, are allowed in 
residential areas with limits on their numbers and 
with distance separation from neighbors. Please 
contact the Environmental Services Department 
for further information.

For More Information 

One of the advantages to being in Wichita is 
that the costs of main sewer and water line 
extensions are shared with the rest of the com-
munity. Wichita residents pay less for water 
service than customers living outside the City, 
and Wichita water and sewer rates are lower 
than those of other cities.

The City also has a stormwater utility which 
raises money for drainage improvements. A 
residence pays $2.00 per month while com-
mercial establishments pay based on the 
amount of impervious (paved) surface on the 
property.

Will the zoning of my property change?  
Upon annexation, the zoning of your property 
changes from residential classes:  RR (rural 
residential), SF-20 or SF-10 (single-family) to  
SF-5 (single-family), with the option for SF-10 
(single-family) if requested by the property 
owner and approved by the City Council. High-
er intensity zoning classes will not change.

Will annexation change the school 
district that my property falls within?  
School district boundaries are established 
by state statute, independent of municipal 
boundaries. Annexation of your property will 
not change the school district in which you are 
located.  

When will sewer and water service be 
available?  Unless there is an immediate 
health hazard or court order, such services will 
not be installed until the majority of the prop-
erty owners request them. Properties owners 
can do so by submitting a petition to the City's 
Public Works Engineering Division. The City will 
calculate the expected total cost and the cost 
shares of the property owners. As an affected 
property owner, you would pay for those costs. 
A public hearing will be held to determine if 
and how the services lines will be installed.

GROWING WITH THE FUTURE  

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the benefit of annexation to 
property owners?  The greatest benefit is 
in the type and quality of services that can 
be provided by the City. Services available 
include:  quality drinking water, public sew-
ers, stormwater and drainage improvements; 
enhanced police and fire protection; road 
construction, repair and maintenance; and 
housing, litter and nuisance code enforcement. 
Another benefit is the cost savings to residents 
who receive these services at a lower cost 
per person because of a greater pool of tax 
revenues.

Being a part of Wichita also allows residents to 
be served by such citizen-responsive pro-
grams as the community policing program, 
free street lighting if wanted, park and recre-
ation services and various types of housing 
assistance.  Fire insurance ratings are also 
more favorable for residents of Wichita than for 
residents in unincorporated areas.

Some services could initially remain un-
changed for residents, e.g. fire response times 
(due to first responder agreement between 
Wichita and Sedgwick County Fire District #1).

Will my taxes go up?  Generally, taxes can 
be expected to increase with annexation to 
any city. Annexation will add a city levy to the 
owner's tax bill. However, in return, the property 
is relieved of township, fire district and South 
Central Kansas Library levies. Special as-
sessments for watersheds, drainage, sewers, 
cemeteries, and improvement districts remain. 
Despite being the largest city in Kansas, Wich-
ita has one of the lowest total mill levy rates in 
Sedgwick County as well as the state.
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